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Situation Report No. 32 (14 – 20 February 2015) 

 
 
This report is produced by OCHA Iraq in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 14 – 20 February. Due to the 
rapidly changing situation it is possible that the numbers and locations listed in this report may no longer be accurate. The next report will be 
issued on or around 1 March.  
 

Highlights 
 

 US$150.3 million needed for Fast-Track 

Priorities from the Iraq Strategic Response 

Plan 

 Measles outbreak reported at Arbat Camp  

 Growing concern over humanitarian 

conditions in al-Baghdadi  

 Water trucking reaches 100,000 

beneficiaries in Anbar towns  

Situation Overview 
The Fast-Track Priority Needs document from the Iraq Strategic Response Plan (SRP) was presented to the 
international community in Geneva on 18 February, laying out plans to prioritise funding over the coming five 
months (February to June 2015) to manage shortfalls. Sixty per cent of humanitarian operations in Iraq, including 
programs in food, WASH, health and education, face possible shut-down or curtailment unless new funds are 
secured in the coming weeks, the US$150 million prioritization document warned. Ninety per cent of funds being 
requested will support IDPs whose life-saving and protection needs are enormous and will likely increase, it said. 
The remaining 10 per cent is dedicated to the multi-sector needs of host communities and other affected 
populations, including Syrian refugees.     
 
Information on the conditions, as well as further displacement, in the western town of al-Baghdadi in Anbar 
Governorate (110 km west of Ramadi), continues to remain limited after large parts of the town fell to forces of the 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) on 12 February. IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) teams 
report they are prevented from collecting displacement information since roads are closed and access to al-
Baghdadi restricted. Communication means, including mobile phone networks, have been also down since the 
onset of the fighting.  

Humanitarian conditions for the civilian population, however, are reportedly deteriorating, with residents lacking 
access to life-saving assistance and services, according to IOM field staff who interviewed some of the 119 
families who managed to escape the town on 20 February to Heet. Limited access to information about conditions 
in the area is constraining the effective delivery of assistance to residents in the area, partners say. Local 
authorities report three children have died from drinking water with high sulphur content while another nine fell ill. 

The Government of Iraq is planning an airlift of humanitarian supplies. Deputy Prime Minister and Chairman of the 
Supreme Committee for Relief Saleh al-Mutlaq has directed the allocation of 30,000 food rations to aid the people 
of al-Baghdadi and Haditha, and will send 75,000 metric tonnes of food assistance within the next two weeks by 
air. Meanwhile, at least 1,200 families trapped in the residential complex of al-Baghdadi reportedly remain without 
access to food, power, and water.  

 



Iraq IDP Crisis Situation Report No. 32 |2 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

In Arbat Camp (Sulaymaniyah), there have 
been 11 reported cases of measles in recent 
days. The World Health Organization (WHO), 
working with the Department of Health, is 
responding with a vaccination campaign for 
new arrivals. Given overcrowded conditions 
at the camp (2,745 families against a planned 
capacity of 1,000), there is concern over 
possible further cases. There was a 
vaccination campaign for polio and measles 
in Arbat Camp in January. In the last 
vaccination campaign, over 4,200 children 
were vaccinated. The 11 cases identified so 
far are among newly-arrived IDPs. 

Earlier this week, over 600 tents were 
reportedly installed for the Arbat IDP 
extension, with NFI and kerosene 
distributions also being planned. At the same 
time, the Sulaymaniyah Municipal Council has 
cut garbage collection from the Arbat IDP 
camp by half while waiting for replenishment of their fuel stocks from the central government. 

The Dahuk Governorate has started distributing Public Distribution System (PDS) rations in Rabeea and Al-Qosh 
through funding from the Government of Iraq on behalf of the Ninewa Governorate (that is non-functional since it 
is displaced). The ration includes sugar, oil and nine kg of wheat flour per person. An NGO partner has also 
started assessments in Al-Qosh, Sinjar, Zummar and Rabeea (Ninewa Governorate) to distribute food and NFIs. 
In addition, an UN agency is starting an assessment to rehabilitate agricultural infrastructure in Zummar sub 
district. 
 
The IOM DTM team has increased their field staff by 50, bringing the total field team working on tracking IDPs to 
137 across the country. According to the most recent DTM report through 29 January, there are over 2.25 million 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) across more than 2,400 locations across the country.   

Humanitarian Response 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

Needs: 

 Anbar: At least 1,200 families at the al-Baghdadi residential complex have no access to safe drinking water 
due to ongoing military operations. 

 Dahuk: Water supply, latrines and showers at the Khanke (Sumel District), Bersive-II (Zakho District) and 
Bajet Kandala II (Sumel District) IDP camps are in immediate need of improvement and upgrading. Water 
trucking in informal settlements and unfinished buildings needs to be scaled down and replaced by more 
sustainable solutions (including by extending the water network and installation of water tanks). 

Response: 

 Anbar: Water trucking at an average rate of 2.6 litres/capita/day reached 100,000 beneficiaries in the towns 
of Khaldiya, Habbaniya and Amiriya.  

 Dahuk: More than 103,000 IDPs living in informal settlements and unfinished buildings in the towns of Zakho, 
Sumel, Shekhan, Sarsink, Faida, Amedy and Aqra were provided with safe drinking water through water 
trucking by UNICEF and the Directorate of Surrounding Water. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Anbar: Security and military operations in the governorate are key constraints to effective and efficient 
humanitarian assistance. This also leads to problems in identifying exact caseloads, people served and gaps. 

 Funding (UN/NGOs/Government): Garbage collection by the municipal councils in Dahuk and 
Sulaymaniyah IDP camps/out-of-camp populations is partially suspended by a lack of funds for trucks and 
personnel. If this continues, other critical services including de-sludging and water trucking will also be 
affected. 
 

IDP children fetching water in an informal settlement in Dahuk  
OCHA/David Swanson 
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 Food Security 

Needs: 

 According to WFP, the situation in the governorates of Najaf, Kerbala and Babylon is reaching "critical levels" 
following an influx of people who have fled violence in other parts of the country. 

 Around 120,000 poor farmers in host communities remain in need of agricultural inputs for the winter planting 
season. 

 

Response: 

 WFP has provided food assistance to a total of 1.1 million displaced and conflict-affected people across 17 
governorates in February thus far. 

 Assessments being conducted in Baghdad, Diyala and Kirkuk, aimed at determining the priority needs of the 
affected population in relation to food security, agriculture, income generation and livelihood recovery, have 
been completed and results will be available before the end of February. 

 7,500 vulnerable farmer households in Dahuk, Salah al-Din, and Ninewa have been targeted for assistance in 
animal disease prevention.  

 Cluster partners continue to:  
o Assist vulnerable farmers with livestock and vegetable seeds for backyard agricultural production; 
o Target beneficiaries through cash-for-work programming to rehabilitate communal assets and repair 

damaged agriculture-related infrastructure in host community areas;  
o Procure essential veterinary vaccines as part of the national campaign to vaccinate herds.  

 Under an FAO-led rural women empowerment project, training of trainers is being held in Amman for 
agriculture staff from Sulaymaniyah, Dahuk and Erbil on cottage industries to promote an inclusive society 
where all people in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I) can achieve their maximum potential regardless of 
gender, socio-economic status, place of birth, age, religion or ethnicity. 

 

 Shelter and Non-Food items 

Needs: 

 Within the Fast-Track Priorities identification process the following needs have been identified: 
o Construction of three new IDP camps in Kirkuk, Baghdad and Sulaymaniyah for 18,000 IDPs. 
o 36,000 NFI kits to prepare for new influxes, returnees as well as the most-vulnerable IDPs in camps 

and non-camp settings in the KR-I and south and central Iraq (mainly Anbar, Diyala, Kirkuk, Ninewa, 
and Salah al-Din). 

o Shelter assistance for 30,000 IDPs in non-camp settings (sealing-off and shelter kits as well as 
contractor-led rehabilitation) in Dahuk, Ninewa, Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, Diyala, Wassit, Kerbala, 
Babylon, Najaf, Kirkuk, Anbar, and Qadissiya governorates. 

 

Response:  

 Tent distributions for 550 IDP families (in host communities) have been completed in Kirkuk, while another 
over 580 IDP families living in unfinished buildings in Dahuk received sealing-off kits to improve their living 
conditions.  

 NFI kit distributions to over 3,600 IDPs families throughout the country are ongoing (over 1,300 families in the 
KR-I and over 2,300 families in centre and south (Baghdad, Babylon, Diyala, Kerbala, Najaf and Qadissiya). 

 Rehabilitation of another collective centre has been completed in Baghdad, sheltering over 110 IDP families. 
Also in Baghdad, the rehabilitation of 25 individual shelter units has been completed. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The cluster needs US$33 million to address urgent priority needs of 298,500 IDPs over the coming five 
months. 
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 Protection 

Needs: 

 Of the more than 2.2 million people displaced by the conflict, at least 20 per cent have critical protection 
needs, including those related to trauma and sexual violence.  

 With over half the population under the age of 18 and many out of school, children are at particular risk.  

 Some 10,000 families are in urgent need of financial support, without which they are at heightened risk of 
exploitation and abuse.  

 Unregistered or undocumented IDPs face restricted movement and risk arrest and detention. They have no 
access to public services or to the government cash programs.  

 Spontaneous IDP-returnees face safety/security issues as a result of mines, IEDs, inter-communal tensions 
and threats of sectarian militia. Revenge killings due to guilt by association were reported in Sinjar District 
(Ninewa Governorate). Safety (due to mine/IED contamination and threats by sectarian militia), peaceful 
coexistence and access to housing and services remain key issues in the above mentioned areas of 
spontaneous returns. 

 It is necessary to re-emphasize the civilian nature of all IDP camps since off-duty soldiers visiting their 
families in the camps frequently bring their weapons with them.    

 Survivors of SGBV lack access to comprehensive services, and the quality of existing services needs 
improvement. Uniformed personnel need training on the main principles of SGBV and referral mechanisms. 
Staff in government institutions need support to provide psycho-social services to survivors of SGBV and 
torture.        
 

Response: 

 Protection monitoring teams conducted field visits to IDP locations as well as return areas in central Iraq 
districts (Diyala Governorate) covered by humanitarian actors based in the KR-I.   

 Protection Cluster members met with the head of the Jalawla City Council (Diyala Governorate) and council  
members to discuss assistance to 230 returnee-families in Alhsseni village, east of Jalawla. According to the 
local authorities, there is a need for NFIs and shelter renovation for damaged homes.  

 During the reporting period, the Protection/Gender Mainstreaming Task Force rolled out its training program 
for clusters and coordination/working groups in Erbil, Dahuk and Sulaymaniyah. The same training will also 
be conducted in Kirkuk, Baghdad and Basrah over the coming weeks.  

 A brochure on birth registration for IDPs has been finalized, and Protection Cluster members in the KR-I are 
disseminating this information to IDP families with unregistered children.   

 In an effort to strengthen identification and confidentiality of survivors of sexual and gender-based violence 
(SGBV), protection partners in the KR-I have developed guidance on referrals for SGBV services to be used 
at all entry points for survivors.    

 The Protection cluster is providing psychosocial support through two women’s centres in Diyala Governorate 
as a first step to respond to the latest influx of IDPs. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The Kirkuk Provincial Council discussed returns of IDPs to their places of origin and the issue of the recent 
demolition of five villages southwest of Kirkuk for military purposes. Provincial Council members 
recommended compensation to property owners. It is unclear though where these IDPs would settle and for 
how long. 
 

 

 Education 

Needs: 

 Of the 2.25 million IDPs across Iraq, an estimated 650,000 are school age children between the ages 6 to 17 
years, with an estimated 111,000 children between the ages of 4-5 years. Of these children over 50,000 are 
residing in IDP camps.  

 75 per cent of all IDP children (487,500) are out of school and not attending formal education.  
 

 

Response: 

 According to the Ministry of Education (MoE) an estimated 162,000 IDP children are enrolled in formal 
education and attending school across Iraq. Of these 123,000 are in the KR-I, with the rest in Southern and 
Central Iraq. 
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 Twelve tented schools made up of almost 150 tents have been completed in six camps across Dahuk 
Governorate. Enrolment has begun for the schools, with teachers and materials provided by the Iraq 
Government for about 5,000 students. 

 The Education Cluster has established a non-formal education (NFE) task force to share curriculum and 
experience to ensure high quality alternative learning activities are provided to IDP children. The task force 
met with the Director of NFE from the MoE in the KR-I to discuss the way NFE programs are run in the KR-I 
and the kind of curriculum available. Similar meetings will also be held with the MoE representative of the 
Government of Iraq.  

 The Education Cluster is planning on assessing overall needs and barriers to education, and generate 
recommendations for improved quality in IDP camp settings in the KR-I ; with an eventual roll out in non-camp 
settings.   
 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Additional resources are needed to increase access to education opportunities especially targeting the 
children who are at risk of dropping out. School furniture, textbooks and learning materials are required for 
new IDP schools as new schools are still being established.  
 

 

 

Logistics 

Response: 

 Members of the Logistics Cluster assessed the JCMC in Baghdad to ensure better functuality. 

 The Logistics Cluster is reinforcing information sharing between partners to optimize the use of resources 
available. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Sharing of assets between partners to improve information sharing. 
 

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster 
 

Response: 

 A PTP (Point-to-Point) microwave link has been installed between Dahuk and Domiz to enable monitoring of 
the Domiz net from Dahuk’s radio room.  

 Refresher training for operators conducted in Dahuk to ensure they can effectively track staff and missions. 

 ETC continues to program VHF Radios for the staff of UN agencies and NGOs to a common ETC standard.  
To date, some 290 individual radios have been programmed.  In addition, training of staff in the proper use of 
radios is ongoing. 

 Installed the radio to enable JCMC staff to communicate with UNAMI base. 
 

Gaps and constraints:  

 Funding for the cluster is available till the end of March, further ETC support after this time is dependent on 

further donor funding.  
 

 

General Coordination 

 On 17 February, a Protection and Gender Mainstreaming workshop was held in Dahuk, facilitated by 
OCHA, UNHCR, Save the Children and DRC. The National Protection Cluster is organising the next 
Protection and Gender Mainstreaming Workshop for key cluster members working from Baghdad on 24 
February. 
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Background on the crisis 

Since the fall of Mosul on 9 June 2014, armed groups (AGs), including Ba’athists, tribal militias and members of the 
former regime/military, along with the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), have taken control of large swathes of 
Iraq’s provinces of Ninewa, Salah al-Din and Diyala. The cities of Mosul, Tikrit, Telafar, Beiji, Quayyara, Suleiman Bek, 
Heet, Rashad, Hawiga, Riyadh, Falluja and Saqlawiyah, are currently under armed group control. Since January 2014 
much of Anbar has been under ISIL control. This has led to massive internal displacement. Iraq is now contending with 
one of the largest internally displaced populations in the world; over 2.2 million have been displaced since January last 
year. 

 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Abdul Haq Amiri, Head of Office, amiri@un.org, 

Mobile Iraq: +964 (0) 750 312 9201 

David Swanson, Communications and Public Information Officer, swanson@un.org 

Mobile Iraq: +964 (0) 750 377 0849 

For more information, please visit https://iraq.humanitarianresponse.info 
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